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Without sowing any seeds or  using 
fertilizers, we have been harvesting 
millions of tonnes of food from the sea 
every year. In return we have been 
giving to the sea$$lions of tonnes of 
pollutants, toxins,*wage and garbage, 
even radioactive #aste$ -in fact practi- 
cally everythiqd which we want to get 
rid of from land. ,Thus the sea has been 
the biggest iecejstacle of many un- 
desirable substances, but so far at least 
it has never responded in an unkind 
fashion. Can this go on for ever or will 
the sea begin to show signs of scarcity 
or ill health ? 
Let us examine the question of fa- 
mine first. The dictionary meaning of 
famine is extreme scarcity of anything 
particularly.of food -thus the common 
usage ' ' I  am famished1'- means starved, 
In the days of .modern science and 
technology, famines occur in those 
countries where technology is not deve- 
loping fast enough to avoid the scarcity. 
In India practically every year w e  face 
conditions of drought in some parts, 
excessive rain or floods in the other; 
and finally the overall picture which 
emerges from the country as a whole is 
rather unsatisfactory, if not grim. Nature 
has been  blamed for many things - for 
instance if timely rains do  not Qccur or 
if there has been too much rain in a n  
area o r  in a given period. Even for the 
shortage of electrical power in the 
country we are holding nature respon- 
sible. Are we, as  scientists, really justi- 
fied to blame nature for these things? 
Do w e  expect that all the natural cycles 
on which we ccrntinue to b e  entirely 
dependent must b e  so synchronized as 
to b e  repeated with utmost accuracy 
year after year? It is true that'many of 
our activities are very intimately linked 
with the mercies of nature, but surely if 
all countries in the world are  going to 
be just as much dependent on natural 
cycles as we are ,  one should expect 
scarcity or famine in the United States, 
in Russia or in the other European 
countries. Not that many of these 
countries have not gone through a simi- 
lar phase of scarcity in iheir past histo- 
ries, but to expect rhat these things can 
happen now, would mean that we have 
not understood what science and tech- 
nology can achieve for us. Fewer hours 
of work each day, longer week-ends, 
bigger packets of pay, automation, 
departmental stores stacked to capacity 









